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occasions in question. It is to be hoped that the completion of this 
commentary in the midst of this paralyzing war may not cause the pub- 
lishers too greatly diminished a sale. 

J. M. Powis Smith 
University of Chicago 
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The sixteenth edition of the historic dictionary started by Wilhelm 
Gesenius in 1834 is easily the best work of its kind in the field at the 
present time. Its editor, Professor Buhl, announces that this, the fifth 
edition prepared by him, will probably be the last from his hand. It 
would be difficult to find an editor better equipped with the necessary 
capacity for unremitting industry and sound philological judgment. 
Under Dr. Buhl's editorship the dictionary has made great progress, 
keeping well abreast of the improvement in the science of Semitic phi- 
lology during the last fifteen years. The eleventh edition, the first one 
edited by Dr. Buhl, was distinguished from its predecessors by greatly 
increased attention to the cognate Semitic languages for illustrative and 
explanatory purposes. To this end, the co-operation of Professor Socin 
and Professor Zimmern was secured. Professor Zimmern has con- 
tinued to be responsible for the Assyriological phase of the work up to 
the present. Dr. Weber succeeds Socin in the responsibility for the 
Arabic; and the new science of Egyptology has been recognized by the 
addition of W. Max Muller's name in the last two editions. There has 
been a steady increase in the size of the dictionary in the last five editions. 
This last issue has fifty pages more than the eleventh edition; the pages 
are five-eighths of an inch wider and one-half inch longer; and the type 
is appreciably smaller. The type-page is a trifle wider and one-half 
inch longer than it was in the fifteenth edition. This has kept the dic- 
tionary from looking much larger than its immediate predecessor; but 
nevertheless it contains much more material. Dr. Buhl puts himself on 
record in the Preface as believing that a dictionary on the scale of the 
present issue is the more practicable type as compared with a proposition 
to issue a small and cheap edition for students and accompany it by a 
large, exhaustive work of the type of Gesenius' Thesaurus for more 
advanced workers. This judgment seems to be sound. A thesaurus 

1 Wilhelm Gesenius' hebrSisches mid aramttisches Handworterbuck iiber das Alte 
Testament. In Verbindung mit Prof. Dr. H. Zimmern, Prof. Dr. W. Max Mttller und 
Prof. Dr. O. Weber, bearbeitet von Dr. Frants Buhl. Sechszehnte Auflage. Leip- 
zig: F. C. W. Vogel, 1915. xx+1014 pages. M. 22. 
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cannot be kept up to date; the cost of frequent editions is prohibitive. 
It soon becomes a graveyard of words. The student in his earlier stages 
is also better off with a fairly adequate lexicon, such as this now is, than 
he is with a mere word-list. 

This edition reflects the progress of scholarship adequately. It does 
not adopt every new suggestion that has been made, to be sure; but it 
shows discretion in its treatment of new material. If anything, it errs 
probably on the side of caution. But this is the only safe course for a 
dictionary-maker. Anything that meets with Buhl's approval carries 
excellent credentials. The literature of the last five years is well repre- 
sented in bibliographical references. Among the new materials in the 
dictionary it is pleasing to find acknowledgment made of the correctness 
of George F. Moore's contention that the pronunciation of the divine 
name as Jehovah did not originate with Galatinus in 1518 a.d., but can 
be traced back at least as far as the preceding century. The identifica- 
tion of the terms Habiru and "Hebrew" is also accepted for the first 
time; likewise, W. R. Arnold's proposal in AJSL, Vol. XXVIII, to 
interpret "lYirQ of II Sam. 2:29 as meaning "the forenoon." Under 
the words liFIEQ and "TH3 , it is disappointing to find no special men- 
tion of the Phaestos disk and the archaeological evidence it presents for 
the Cretan connections of the Philistines; see my ICC on Zeph. 2:5. 
The caution of the editor is apparent in such cases as that of YiSijI , 
where he refuses to decide definitely for or against its application to an 
image of the god. 

We may close our notice of this admirable piece of work by offering 
some addenda et corrigenda for the consideration of the editor of the 
17th edition. P. xift, Driver's Samuel reached a second and enlarged 
edition in 1913. P. xiiia, 1. 9, I. Holscher. P. xvift, 1. 6, /. t3"T!. 
P. xviift, 1. 8, /. 396a. On p. 73 the treatment of the particle "11Z36* is 
wofully belated; the articles by Dr. Carl Gaenssle in AJSL, Vol. XXXI 
(1914-15), 1 have made necessary the re-writing of the dictionary and 
grammar articles on this word. P. 1220, 1. 24, /. JQR, 1911. P. 238ft, 
1. 29, I. fyimitu. P. 249ft, !• 9 (bottom), I. Mic. 7:18. P. 262ft, 1. 31, 
"1H3 of Jer. 6: 29 is placed here under VlH as Niph. and again on p. 498ft 
as Kal perfect of "IH3; the latter is the better. P. 362, 3*113 is asso- 
ciated rightly with Assyr. kardbu; Dr. L. Waterman's article on "Bull- 
Worship" in AJSL, XXXI (1915), should be consulted here. P. 431ft, 

'Nowpubb'shed separately by the University of Chicago Press as The Hebrew 
Particle TOS (1915). 
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"p5250, Sir. 31:8, should be added here. P. 4856, 1. 37, I. Gen. 19:9. 
P. 5130; with 12533 = " corpse," may be compared its use in Nabataean in 
sense of "gravestone." P. 5736, s.v. "iT?, on Hab. 3:9, cross-reference 
is made to "iSD II Niph., where no allusion to the form is found. 
P. 607&, s.v. bS5 II, comparison should be made with Assyr. uplu= 
"boil"; see H. Holma, Kleine Beitrage (1912), and S. Langdon, AJSL, 
XXX (1913), 79. P. 6346, 1. 10, on DTB in I Sam. 13:21, reference 
should be made to the weight recently found at Silwan in Jerusalem 
stamped with these letters; see Pilcher, Pal. Explor. Fund Quart. State- 
ment, I9i4,p. 99. P. 6686, 1. 13, addSir. 42:8; cf. Tobit8:is. P. 883ft, 
s.v. il3t"l II; 1. pi. imperfect IStT , m. d. ace. besingen Ri. 5 : n, so wohl 
auch inf. tYlSjn m. 3 Ri. 11:40, u.s.w.; cf. this Journal, XIV, 448. 

J. M. Powis Smith 
University of Chicago 
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In 191 1 Diobouniotis of the University of Athens noticed in a manu- 
script at the Meteoron monastery a series of scholia on a large part of the 
Apocalypse, which he thought might come from the hand of Hippolytus. 
He sent a copy of the text to Professor Harnack with a view to publica- 
tion and Harnack soon identified it as the work of Origen on the Apoca- 
lypse. It had not been known that Origen wrote a commentary or even 
scholia on the Apocalypse, but in his commentary on Matthew, written 
between 246 and 249 a.d., he expressed his intention of writing such a 
work. The manuscript gives the Greek text of the Apocalypse (1:1 — 
13:18; 14:3-5) interspersed with thirty-nine scholia. Thirty-seven of 
these Harnack ascribes to Origen, and the last two he has traced to 
Irenaeus' great work Against Heresies, Book V. The manuscript 
seems to have been copied from one in which the text of the Apocalypse 
was written continuously and the scholia occupied the adjacent margins. 
The breaking off of Origen's comment at Rev. 12:2 Harnack tentatively 
explains as perhaps due to his arrest and imprisonment in the Decian 
persecution from his sufferings in which he never recovered. 

Students of early Christian literature are indebted to Diobouniotis 
for a valuable discovery and to Harnack for one more highly interesting 
identification. The method of publication adopted by the editors 
exhibits after a brief introduction the Greek text of the thirty-nine 
sections of the Apocalypse, and then that of the scholia with the neces- 
sary textual notes. A discussion of the character and authorship of the 



